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SUBJECT: ALLEGED LAND SWINDLE IN COLOMBIA 

1. ARA/NC HAS RECEIVED NSC MEMORANDUM TRANSMITTED IN 
PARAGRAPHS 2-5. IN ORDER TO PERMIT AN EXPEDITIOUS REPLY, 

WHICH MUST BE PROVIDED NSC BY JUNE 5, EMBASSY'S EARLIEST 
RESPONSE WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

2. QUOTE: THE VICE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN ASKED TO INTERCEDE 
WITH THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT ON BEHALF OF SEVERAL PERSONS 
WHO FEEL THEY HAVE BEEN TREATED UNEAIRLY IN THEIR 
ATTEMPT TO BUY REAL ESTATE IN COLOMBIA. 

3. THE CONCERN ATTEMPTING TO BUY THE LAND IS THE FARM 
GROWERS ASSOCIATION OF WINSBORO, LOUISIANA. MR. RALPH 
GILL AND MR. HERMAN L. LESTER OE GARLAND, ARKANSAS, CLAIM 
THEY HAVE ALREADY PAID A DOWN-PAYMENT OF 350,000 DOLLARS 
ON THE LAND AND THAT THEY HAVE ALSO PAID 250,000 DOLLARS 
DEMANDED BY SOME COLOMBIAN LAWYERS. THE COLOMBIAN 
LAWYERS ALLEGEDLY HAVE ALSO ATTACHED A LIEN TO THE 
PROPERTY IN THE AMOUNT OF 300,000 DOLLARS. 
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4. MR. GILL AND MR. LESTER HAVE TRIED TO DISCUSS THEIR 
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PROBLEM WITH OUR AMBASSADOR IN BOGOTA AND WITH THE 
MILITARY ATTACHE, A COLONEL VAIL, BUT WITH LITTLE SUCCESS. 

THEY FEEL THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT DOES NOT KNOW 
THAT THEY ARE BEING TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF AND WOULD LIKE 
AN APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT LOPEZ. 

5. IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF YOU WOULD PROVIDE BACK- 
GROUND INFORMATION ON THIS PROBLEM AND PREPARE A DRAFT 
RESPONSE FOR SIGNATURE IN THE VICE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE. 

IF NECESSARY YOU MAY WISH TO QUERY THE EMBASSY IN 
BOGOTA. UNQUOTE. INGERSOLL 
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